Khilafat Agitation
1920
ON JANUARY g, 1920 Gandhi appeared before the Hunter Committee
at Ahmedabad. "I take it, Mr. Gandhi, that you are the author of the
satyagraha movement," began Lord Hunter. Gandhi said, "Yes, Sir."
Lord Hunter: Will you explain it briefly?
Gandhi: It is a movement intended to replace methods of violence
md a movement based entirely upon truth. It is, as I have conceived
it, an extension of the domestic law in the political field and my
experience has led me to the conclusion that that movement and that
alone can rid India of the possibility of violence spreading throughout
the length and breadth of the land, for the redress of grievances.
Lord Hunter: It was adopted by you in connection with the
opposition to the Rowlatt Act. And in that connection you asked
the people to sign the satyagraha pledge.
Gandhi: Yes, Sir,
Lord Hunter: Was it your intention to enlist as many men as
possible in the movement?
Gandhi: Yes, consistently with the principle of truth and non-
violence* If I got a million men ready to act according to those
principles, I would not mind enlisting them all
Lord Hunter: Is it not a movement essentially antagonistic to the
Government because you substitute the determination of the Satya-
graha Committee for the will of the Government?
Gandhi: That is not the spirit in which the movement has been
understood by the people.
Lord Hunter: I ask you to look at it from the point of view of the
Government. If you were a Governor yourself, what would you say to
a movement that was started with the object of breaking those laws
which your committee determined?
Gandhi: That would not be stating the whole case of the satya-
graha doctrine. If I were in charge of the Government and brought